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Abstract

The present study aims to investigate the semantic factors affecting the

passivizability of 66 morphological causative verbs in Persian (based on

the list provided by Dabir-Moghaddam.The research adopts a

descriptive-analytical method, and the data were collected and analyzed

using the "past participle + shod" passive construction test, the passive

infinitive test, the linguistic intuition of the two authors, and a search in

the Hamshahri Corpus (version 2). The results indicate that although all Keywords:

these verbs are expected to be passivizable from a grammatical

standpoint, in actual usage, approximately 65% of them occur in passive | Passivizability
constructions within specific semantic contexts. The novelty of this = Morphological Causative
research lies in the integration of Hopper and Thompson's (1980) }r/gr?sitivity
transitivity theory and Halliday and Matthiessen's (2014) process types, Halliday

as well as emphasizing the role of semantic networks and context in | Hopper and Thompson
explaining this phenomenon. The findings reveal that verbs with an

agentive, animate, and volitional subject are passivizable; however,

verbs with a non-animate and non-volitional agent subject, as well as

verbs with an experienced subject (mental/ cognitive), are not

passivizable. It was also found that many causative verbs, particularly

material process verbs, can be passivized in specific contexts with the

presence of a volitional human agent.
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Introduction
Passiveness is a universal syntactic process whereby the object of a transitive sentence is promoted to
the position of grammatical subject, and the subject of the active sentence is either omitted or demoted
to a peripheral obligue phrase. Many transitive verbs, despite possessing the requisite syntactic valency,
never appear in the passive voice. This raises fundamental questions about the role of meaning in
determining the feasibility of syntactic constructions. In Persian, morphological causative verbs—
formed by adding the suffix -&n to the present stem of intransitive or semi-transitive verbs—constitute
a concrete example of this theoretical and practical inconsistency. These verbs, which from a
morphosyntactic perspective should be fully passivizable, in practice exhibit heterogeneous behavior.
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Some, such as “xandandan” ‘to make laugh’, “davindan” ‘to make run’, and “larzdndan” ‘to make
tremble’, show no passive usage in written or spoken corpora, while others like “ke$dndan” ‘to
pull/drag’, “resdndan” ‘to deliver/reach’, and “Carxdndan” ‘to rotate’ are frequently used in the passive
construction. This apparent contradiction between grammatical rules and corpus evidence forms the
central problem of the present article, prompting researchers to adopt a semantic-contextual approach,
grounded in modern theories of transitivity and process, to explain the reasons for this behavioral

heterogeneity.
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Materials & Methods

The present study is designed and conducted using a descriptive-analytical method, aiming to
systematically identify the semantic factors affecting the passivizability of 66 morphological causative
verbs in Persian (based on the list provided by Dabir-Moghaddam, 2005). Data were collected from
three complementary and cross-validating sources to enhance reliability and avoid methodological bias:
(1) the syntactic test of “past participle + Sod (become)” as the primary test, (2) the supplementary test
of “passive infinitive” for doubtful cases, and (3) the linguistic intuition of the two authors, validated by
extensive corpus searches in the Hamshahri written corpus (version 2, containing 318,000 news
documents and over 150 million words). In the background section, key perspectives are reviewed:
Dabir-Moghaddam (1985) on the role of “volitionality of the subject,” Mansouri (2009) on the influence
of agentivity and patienthood, and Safavi (2018) on semantic components of specific verbs. However,
none of these approaches alone could explain the wide behavioral variation among causative verbs.
Hence, the present article aims to fill this research gap by integrating two complementary theoretical
frameworks—Hopper and Thompson’s (1980) theory of transitivity and Halliday and Matthiessen’s
(2014) classification of processes—with a special emphasis on semantic networks and context.

Results & Discussion
The research findings indicate that morphological causative verbs can be divided into three
distinguishable categories based on three main semantic factors: “absolutely passivizable”, “absolutely
non-passivizable,” and “context-dependent passivizable”. The first category, comprising about 20% of
the verbs, includes verbs with material processes and inanimate patients (such as “keSdndan” 'to
pull/drag', “Carxandan” 'to rotate', and “jusandan” 'to boil"), which accept the passive construction in any
context, without the need for a volitional human agent. In contrast, the second category (nearly 35% of
the verbs) includes verbs with an experienced (mental/cognitive) subject, such as “fahméandan” 'to make
understand' and “Senasandan” 'to make know/introduce', or verbs with an involuntary natural subject,
such as “ruyandan” 'to grow (tr.)' and “vazidndan” 'to blow', which, due to the lack of physical energy

transfer and volition, never passivize in any context, and serve as a confirmation of Halliday and
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Matthiessen's theory regarding the low transitivity of mental processes. However, the most important
and most meaningful finding of the research is the identification of the third category, comprising about
45% of the verbs, whose behavior is entirely dependent on the context and the semantic network of the
sentence. Verbs such as “xisandan” 'to soak', “xoSkandan” 'to dry', “davandan” 'to make run', and
“resandan” 'to deliver/reach' passivize only when there is a volitional human agent present in the context;
but in the absence of such an agent (for example, when the cause is a natural phenomenon like rain or
drought), their passivization becomes completely ungrammatical. For instance, the sentence "Baran Ali
ra xis kard" (The rain soaked Ali) can never become "Ali xisdnde $od" (Ali was soaked), while "Ali
lebas ra dar &b xisand" (Ali soaked the clothes in water) easily transforms into "Lebé&s-ha dar ab xisande
Sodand" (The clothes were soaked in water). This subtle but fundamental difference demonstrates that
passivizability depends not only on the inherent properties of the verb, but also on the type of agent and
its role in the semantic network of the sentence, thereby explicitly contradicting the mere application of
the grammatical rule of “transitivity”. Furthermore, corpus analysis showed that Group “B” (animate
agentive subject) with 49% and Group “A” (self-benefactive transitive) with 38% have the highest
passivization rates, while Group "P" (inanimate non-volitional subject) accounts for only 13% of passive
occurrences.

Conclusion

By providing documented quantitative evidence from the Hamshahri corpus and a systematic analysis
of 66 morphological causative verbs, the present article clearly demonstrates that passivizability in
Persian is not a purely syntactic phenomenon, but is strongly governed by three determining semantic
factors: (1) the semantic role of the subject (including agentivity, volitionality, and animacy), (2) the
semantic role of the object/patient (including animacy/inanimacy and degree of physical affectedness),
and (3) the dominant process type (material vs. mental/cognitive). For the first time, this research
empirically proves, using corpus data, the decisive role of “linguistic context” and “semantic network”
in the Passiveness or non-Passiveness of verbs, especially for the majority group (about 45%) that
exhibit fully context-dependent behavior. These findings align with Dabir-Moghaddam’s view on the
central role of “volitionality of the subject” while refining and complementing it by emphasizing two
other factors, namely “materiality of the process” and “inanimacy of the patient.” At the same time, they
pose a new theoretical challenge to Hopper and Thompson’s transitivity framework. By stressing the
necessity of simultaneously considering meaning, context, and conceptual networks in the analysis of
syntactic phenomena, this article takes an effective step toward integrating semantic-contextual
approaches with grammar and opens up new horizons for future research.
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Abstract

This study examines the spatial geometry of the Persian preposition 'ruye'
(onfupon) within the framework proposed by Talmy (2000). The
Hamshahri corpus served as the primary source for data collection; all
occurrences of the preposition 'ruye' were extracted through a keyword
search. After filtering out irrelevant data, the Figure, the Ground, and the
nature of the relationship between them were identified and categorized
for each sentence in accordance with the study's theoretical framework,
ultimately revealing eight distinct usages of the preposition. Following
an analysis of the spatial geometry of these usages, at least one image
schema was proposed for each. In some instances, it was observed that
the presence of a functional factor could cause the geometric properties
to differ significantly—or even stand in direct opposition—to the
prototypical configuration. Two functional factors were observed in the
usage of the preposition 'ruye': One is the "physical support™ provided by
the ground to the figure—a feature noted in previous studies—and the
other, which constitutes a specific finding of this research, is the
"surface-level agency" of the figure upon the ground. Additional findings
include the influence of the viewing angle and reflectional asymmetry on
the choice of this preposition, as well as the role of other lexical groups
in determining the direction of the figure's movement within the dynamic
geometries associated with 'ruye'.
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Introduction

Prepositions, in their spatial uses, indicate the relationship between objects, however they are
meant to convey relationships between abstract concepts as well by speakers of languages.
Numerous studies carried out through the lens of cognitive linguistics suggest that abstract uses
of prepositions are not arbitrary and prepositions in their abstract uses retain at least one feature
from their spatial meaning. This notion puts more significance on understanding the spatial
meaning of prepositions and the sort of information they encode about figure, ground and their
relationship or interaction.

In this paper we attempted to identify distinct spatial uses of contemporary Persian
preposition 'ruye’, analyze the geometry of each to examine purely geometrical and functional-
geometrical features this preposition encodes. The aim is to achieve a broader knowledge of
concrete uses of the preposition which would pave the way for the better understanding of
abstract uses of it. Finally, at least one image schema is presented for each use based on
analytical data.

Literature Review
Golfam and Yousefi Rad (2009) explain distinct meanings of Persian preposition /dar/. They
conclude that all meanings of the preposition originate from its concrete and prototypical
meaning. Rasekh Mahand (2010) studies the meanings of Persian spatial prepositions in the
great wordbook of Sokhan, using cognitive approach. He presents different image schemas for
different meanings and argues that using cognitive approach can help creating more
comprehensive dictionaries. Vahidi Ferdowsi, Alizadeh et al. (2017) apply cognitive linguistics
view in order to find a new way of teaching prepositions in Persian language. They incorporate
image schemas into teaching materials and report that the materials brought about considerable
improvement in learning prepositions. Garrod et al. (1999) believe that apart from the physical
relationship between figure and ground, there is also a functional relationship between these
two which is inherent to this relationship. They compare the geometry of two prepositions “in”
and “on” and they argue that this functional feature for “in” is the kind of control that ground
has on figure. They call this functional feature “location of control”. In 2011 Yamrozik and
Gentner designed and carried out experiments to examine the determining functional-
geometrical features that play role in choosing “in” or “on” for describing a specific scene and
subsequently in an abstract use. They find the role of functional feature quite significant in
choosing one preposition over the other. They name these features “locus of control” and
“fsupport” for “in” and “on” respectively. Aleksander Swedek (2019) verifies the core
characteristics of image schemas and oppose to the idea that we cannot draw image schemas
and holds that image schemas can be drawn because they are formed from through our
experiences with physical entities in a physical environment. In another study Nazari
Anarestani, Izanloo et al. (under publication) indicate distinct spatial uses of contemporary
Persian preposition /dar/ in order to examine and find purely geometrical and functional features
in the geometry of each use. The results confirm the presence of “containment” and “locus of
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control” in all uses. In one use they find a tertiary referent object for locating the figure in the
scene. They also observe metonymy for expressing ground in linguistic description of the scene.
In one instance one schema rotates and form a different scene.

Methodology and Data Analysis

Hamshahri corpus was the main source for gathering the uses of the preposition 'ruye'. After
searching through the corpus eight distinct concrete uses were identified. The uses then were
analyzed based on the framework Talmy presents for structuring space in language. All aspect
of the geometry of each use were studied closely and the presence of functional feature
“fsupport” for this preposition was examined. In the end at least one image schema is presented
for each use.

Eight distinct groups of uses were identified and considering all instances, there are thirteen
distinct in total. In all uses physical surface contact has been present. In uses (5) and (8) of this
preposition we observe that the prototypical condition of figure being in a higher position than
ground might be reversed and the preposition ‘ruye' is yet used for the figure-ground
relationship. In use (1) we can see that the observer’s position and the projection of his body
sides onto the scene determine the location of figure in relation to ground and the right
preposition choice accordingly. In cases where the figure is in movement, other words such as
verbs and the words refer to ground also play role in picturing the kind and direction of the
figure movement. Use (3) could be viewed as an intermediary instance that demonstrates the
similarities and differences of two prepositions /dar/ (in) and ‘ruye’ (on).

Conclusion

It can be drawn from the analyses that physical contact is always present in every use of this
preposition. One important physical feature of the figure-ground relationship which is figure
being in a higher position than ground and is considered prototypical can be very different or
even reversed. This happens due to the presence of a strong functional feature at work which
could be called “superficial effectiveness”. It should be noted that there is also some freedom
of movement on the figure side that is preliminary to its ability for being active and affect
ground through the surface.
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Abstract

Historical linguistic and archaeological evidence indicates the use of
two types of words in written works and oral manifestations of the
vernacular (orally transmitted) left over from the peoples of the
ancient world; the aforementioned words were specific to the world
of good and the world of evil, and existed in ancient and medieval
languages, and were also transmitted orally to the modern era. The
theory of the use of bipolar words for things related to Ahura Mazda
and Ahriman has long been a topic of discussion among linguists and
can be examined from various perspectives. Anthropology and
anthropology are among these approaches. In the present study, with
the aim of linking some bipolar wor-ds with religion and mythc?logy, Terminology

the study of examples related to animals, plants, and humans in the | pya1 Oppositions
Larestani dialect has been conducted. These words have been chosen | Human

throughout history for specific meanings based on the religious, | World

cultural, and social attitudes of the people. The use of these words has = Zoroastrian Religion
its roots in religious dualism and other issues and is less well known, = Larestani Dialect
The present study has examined these types of words in the Larestani

dialect using a combined field-documentary method of library type.

The findings of the research show that the selection of an appropriate

word for a specific signified in pre-Islamic cultures, especially

Zoroastrian, was influenced by several factors, including religion,

emotion and feeling, gender, slang, and the like, which can be

categorized into two domains: individual and collective. These words

are sometimes marked and sometimes unmarked; sometimes they are

used in correspondence and sometimes inconsistency.
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Introduction

Lexicology based on binary oppositions within the semantic domain is an approach that
examines actual lexical choices from among a set of expressions, seeking to identify the factors
influencing the selection of a specific word or phrase. Furthermore, this type of study
incorporates alongside a functional view of language concepts such as cross-linguistic and
intralingual variation, categorization and prototypes, cultural models, social meaning, and the
interplay between language, culture, and ideology. This field of study is capable of effectively
elucidating the "socio-cognitive dimensions" that influence the process of naming (Zandi &
Ahmadi, 1395: 99).

The present article examines proper nouns belonging to five categories within the Larestani
language, analyzing them through the lens of the community's accepted cultural perspective.
Specifically, the study investigates and analyzes terms drawn from the realms of flora, fauna,
human actions, body parts and facial features, as well as miscellaneous items that are situated
within the opposing poles of good and evil in this language, which is a member of the
Southwestern Middle Iranian language family.

Research Methodology, Background, and Objectives
The data for this study were collected through fieldwork specifically via observation and
interviews while the analysis employed a documentary research method. To this end, the
relevant data from the dialect in question were first gathered and categorized, followed by a
linguistic examination of the terms based on onomastic perspectives. The criterion for selecting
the names was the extent of their usage.

Regarding the reasons for the use of binary terminology in ancient Iranian languages, various
scholars have proposed different explanations: Frahchtenberg (1998) pointed to the
metaphorical use of language; Guntert (1914) cited the expression of loathing toward the
“daevas”; Gray (1927) followed by Burrow (1989) in a later study highlighted the dominance
over political enemies as well as religious and political factors.

Finally, setting aside the origins of these terms, Narten argues that an "Ahrimanic" act does
not merely denote an action performed by an Ahrimanic being, but also signifies an act imposed
upon such a being. Furthermore, in the book “History of the Persian Language” (1995),
Abolghasemi attributes the use of specific terms associated with the realm of good and the
realm of evil to the influence of religious dualism. However, no research has been conducted
regarding cross-linguistic archetypes in the Larestani language, making the present study novel
in its field.

Results and Discussion
By its very nature, human language serving as a tool for communication and the transmission
of ideas possesses, much like human action, a dual foundation of good and evil situated at
opposite poles. The existence of such opposition across lexical, propositional, and discursive
domains is not merely a reflection of the human mind’s structure operating at an unconscious,
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individual level; it can also constitute a collective process consciously employed by powerful
governing systems whether political or religious across various spheres of society, the
economy, and culture. This meaningful structure has endured thanks to the resistance of native
speakers in certain Iranian dialects, such as Larestani.

In Zoroastrianism the foundational and ancient religion of Iran despite the clear monotheism
centered on the worship of Ahura Mazda, there exists a distinct dualism between two opposing
forces: “Spenta Mainyu” and “Angra Mainyu”. This conceptual framework has profoundly
influenced linguistic functions and left its mark on surviving Iranian languages and dialects.
The most significant evidence of this is found in the Larestani language, particularly in patterns
relating to human actions and body parts, flora and fauna (animals and insects), as well as
certain kinship terms and their derivatives.

1-3 .Insects

In the folk culture of Larestan, there is a collective term for insects and small creatures: “Khasht-
0-Khusht”. Within this broad category, insects are referred to using the suffix “-ake” which
implies their insignificance or small size. In the Zoroastrian faith, stinging insects and certain
animals are classified as “khrafstras” (noxious creatures), and followers are enjoined to destroy
them.

3-2 Plants

Regarding plant-related vocabulary in the Larestani dialect, there are paired terms
distinguishing between edible and poisonous varieties; the term for the poisonous (or
"demonic") plant is formed by prefixing the name of a creature such as a snake, donkey, dog,
cow, or crow to the name of the edible plant. These plants possess a bitter taste and are
considered creations of the demon “Triz” in Pahlavi texts; it is said that he infuses plants with
poison.

3-3 .Humans and Categories

Vocabulary pertaining to humans including their actions, traits, and body parts encompasses
the largest lexical domain in the Larestani dialect, spanning both positive and negative poles.
Accordingly, all human actions, traits, and terms related to the human body are classified under
“Good Thoughts, Good Deeds, and Good Words,” while their opposites fall under “Ahrimanic”
(demonic) actions, thoughts, and words. In most instances, a mental process of conflation has
led the Mazdean mindset to operate in a binary fashion when selecting and naming various
categories. Beyond philosophical roots influenced by religious and ritualistic elements, lexical
negativization stems primarily from sensory-emotional and gender-based factors.
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Conclusion

In general, three major categories plant, animal, and human can be examined within the positive
and negative poles of the Larestani dialect. In this broad category, insects are designated with
suffixes such as “-ak”, “-k”, or “-ake” (or “-¢”’), which serve to denote their diminutive nature;
these creatures lack counterparts in the "beneficent" realm. Regarding plants, the dialect
features paired equivalents for edible and toxic varieties, wherein the "malevolent™ (Ahrimani)
counterpart is formed by adding a negative term to the name of the edible plant. Furthermore,
the vocabulary pertaining to humans including their actions, traits, and body parts constitutes
the largest lexical domain within the Larestani dialect across these two poles. While animal
terms lack such counterparts being inherently malevolent plant and human terms do possess
corresponding equivalents.

The use of “Ahrimanic” (demonic) names for the categories under study can be attributed to
the individual and societal attitudes of the region's inhabitants. In this context, the principle of
syncretism inherent in Zoroastrianism and its predecessors, which served as the official
religions of ancient Iran led the collective consciousness to perceive the various manifestations
associated with Ahriman as sharing his nature; consequently, specific terms were coined for
them, and vice versa. At times, this usage stems from sensory-emotional or gender-related
factors, falling within the realm of individual influences. Structurally, the bipolar equivalents
found in the Larestani dialect can be categorized into three types: “simple”, “compound”, and
“sentential”. The latter type is derived from animal behavior.
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Abstract

Modal verbs serve as tools for expressing possibility, necessity,

obligation, permission, probability, intention, commitment,

inclination, and courage, thereby reflecting the speaker’s attitude

toward a person, object, event, or circumstance. This study aims to

identify and describe modal verbs in the Gilaki language using a

descriptive-analytical approach. To analyze and explain the precise

function of these verbs, Palmer’s (2001) theoretical framework has = Keywords:

been adopted, which categorizes modal verbs semantically into two

main domains: propositional modality and event modality. Context

Conducting interviews with five participants followed by data Gilaki language
- s S Modal verbs

description and analysis, this study demonstrates that Gilaki modal modality

verbs which include /vaston/ (to want/must), /ba:/ or /ba:jesti/  p,imer’s framework

(must/should), /fa:ston/ (to be possible/worthy), /tunaston/ (Eastern

dialect) /ta:naston/ (Western dialect) (to be able to), /xa:ston/ (to

want/wish), /ja:raston/ (to dare/afford), and /be/ from the infinitive

/bu:ston/ (to be/become) cannot be rigidly placed into a single

category within Palmer’s (2001) taxonomy. Indeed, as Palmer

himself asserts, the role of context creates a continuous spectrum (a

continuum) between these categories.
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An Analysis of Modal Verbs in Gilaki Zaryabi & Haghbin

Introduction

Gilaki is a Northwestern Iranian language spoken primarily in the Gilan province and parts of western
Mazandaran. An examination of various aspects of Gilaki including morphological, syntactic, lexical,
and phonological levels reveals similarities with Standard Persian (Stilo, 2001), which facilitates
investigation and comparative analysis. Among these linguistic phenomena, the expression of modality
remains a challenging subject in any language. Modal verbs are instruments for expressing possibility,
necessity, obligation, permission, probability, intention, commitment, inclination, and courage,
reflecting the speaker’s attitude toward a person, object, event, or situation. Beyond morphological
characteristics, modal verbs share common syntactic and semantic features (Palmer, 1997: 94).
Historically, modality was largely examined by grammarians under the syntactic category of mood.
However, it is now primarily addressed within the realm of semantics. Palmer (2001), drawing on
extensive examples from diverse languages, provides a detailed examination of modality. In his
semantic and typological approach, modality is defined as the grammaticalization of the speaker’s
subjective attitude and judgment. He divides modality into two primary categories: «propositional
modality» and «event modality». According to Palmer (2001), contextual conditions play a significant
role in the semantic interpretation of modal verbs; therefore, the meaning of these verbs cannot always
be definitively determined independently of the context in which they are used. The modal verbs
examined in this research include /vaston/ (to want/must), /ba:josti/ (must/should), /fa:ston/ (to be
possible/worthy), /tunaston/ (Eastern dialect) /ta:noston/ (Western dialect) (to be able to), /xa:ston/ (to
want/wish), /ja:raston/ (to dare/afford), and /be/ from the infinitive /bu:ston/ (to be/become).

Material, Methods and Literature

Numerous studies have been conducted on modal verbs in Persian and Gilaki, focusing on one or two
specific verbs; however, there remains a lack of comprehensive research encompassing all modal verbs.
Examples of previous works include Rahimian (2011) on the verbs «xa:stan» and «ba:jastan»,
Naghizadeh et al. (2011) on the concept of subjectivity in the verbs «ba:jastan» and «ta:nastan», and
Rahimian and Amoozadeh (2012) on the modal verbs «fodan» and «ta:nastan». Historical studies
include Changizi (2021) on «Modality in Middle Persian» and Sabouri and Roshan (2024) on «Non-
personal modal verbs in Zoroastrian Middle Persian».

The objective of this research is to identify and describe modal verbs in the Gilaki language using
a descriptive-analytical approach and to classify them based on Palmer’s (2001) framework to
understand their functional performance. To this end, data were collected through interviews with five
native speakers from Rasht, aged 40 to 65. The selection criterion for the participants was that
Gilaki must be their first language (L1) and that they actively use it in their daily interactions
and conversations. Therefore, individuals who had acquired Gilaki as their mother tongue and
continued to converse in it within their family and social environments were selected, ensuring
that the gathered data reflects the natural usage of Gilaki in everyday life. Data collection was
carried out through interviews with these participants; however, some key points from other
varieties of the Gilaki language, specifying the region of usage, have also been incorporated
into this study. The theoretical framework of Palmer (2001) was selected through library research, and
the samples were analyzed using a descriptive-analytical methodology.
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Results & Discussion

Similar to Persian, Gilaki modal verbs are separated from the main verb and written with a space
(Jousefpour et al., 2024: 39). These include /vaston/, /ba:jasti/ba/:, /fa:ston/, /tonasan/ (Eastern)
fta:naston/ (Western), /xaston/, /ja:raston/, and /be/ from the infinitive /boston/. The verb /ba:jastan/
(must/should) shifts across the boundaries of inferential, presumptive, reportative, sensory, deontic, and
commissive/directive modalities, exhibiting various applications. /Xa:stan/ (want) can function as a
main verb, but here, only its usage as a modal verb is considered, placing it within the inferential,
reportative, deontic, and volitional categories. /Xa:stan/ (to be possible/worthy) falls under reportative,
sensory, deontic/directive, and volitional categories. /ta:nastan/ (can) displays diverse applications,
shifting across modal boundaries even more frequently than /ba:jastan/. These categories include
speculative, inferential, presumptive, reportative, sensory, permissive, deontic/directive, and dynamic
modality. The modal verb /ja:raston/ (dare/be able to), depending on the context, exhibits inferential,
reportative, and dynamic modalities. /vaston/ (want/need) is used in inferential, reportative, sensory, and
volitional dimensions, while /odan (become/can) demonstrates presumptive, inferential, reportative,
sensory, permissive, and speculative modalities. The overlap of certain verbs across multiple semantic
categories indicates that modality in the data of this research is not a static concept based solely on
lexical meaning; rather, the interpretation is a result of the interaction between the verb’s core meaning,
syntactic and morphological features, and the conversational context. For instance, a single verb might
represent the speaker’s assessment of an event in a sensory Or reportative context, whereas the same
verb might imply permission, obligation, or a directive meaning in another context, depending on the
relationship between the speaker and the interlocutor. Therefore, the higher frequency of ta:nastan can
be attributed to its semantic flexibility and its capability to cover a wide spectrum of meanings. This
finding emphasizes the necessity of simultaneously analyzing formal indicators and contextual clues in
determining the type of modality.

Conclusion

The results of this study, based on usage counts and the provided data, indicate that the modal verb
fta:nastan/ (can), with 8 occurrences, is the most frequent modal verb. /Ba:jastan/ (must) and //odan/
(become) rank second, with 6 occurrences each, followed by //a:stan/ (should) with 5. /xa:stan/ (want)
and /vaston/ (want/need) each appear 4 times, and finally, /ja.raston/ (dare) appears in 3 instances
(inferential, reportative, and dynamic). This distribution, consistent with Palmer’s (2001) emphasis on
context, shows that modal verbs in the data are highly context-dependent, and the choice of each verb
is subject to the speech act and the speaker’s communicative goal. In conversational and interaction-
oriented contexts such as requests, permissions, and obligations, deontic/action-oriented meanings
become more prominent. In contrast, in reportative and narrative-oriented contexts, sensory, reportative,
and inferential meanings appear with higher frequency. Furthermore, factors such as power dynamics
and intimacy between interlocutors, the speaker’s degree of certainty, and in some cases, the animacy
of the subject, play a decisive role in activating dynamic or volitional meanings.
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Abstract

One of the parameters that is widely used in Typology is basic

word order. In this paper, word order is investigated in Gilaki

Language (Lahijani dialect) .The objective of this study is to know

what the word order is and show the challenges of Lehman’s

(Y4YAyfeatures in Lahijani dialect. To gather the data, native Keywords:

speakers’ conversations have been recorded. The both models’
Word order

Typology
features more than Leman’s model. Moreover, Data analysis Lahijani dialect

showed that Lahijani is a verb final language (with a high =Lehmann
frequency of SOV order) with a free word order (as unmarked Whaley
form); that is, it is a non-configurational language. Therefore,

Lahijani has flexible word order in which syntactic elements and
information structures can be moved freely by speakers’
pragmatic intention. Thus, the main factor for this flexibility is the

speakers’ pragmatic intention.

analysis displayed that the Whaley’s model is in line with Lahijani
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Introduction

Word order is one of the central issues in language typology, particularly in determining the
basic word order of languages that allow more than one ordering pattern. Although a language
may exhibit several word-order patterns, not all of these patterns necessarily have the same
grammatical and pragmatic status. Some may represent the basic or unmarked order, whereas
others may be associated with particular discourse contexts or information-structural functions.
This issue is particularly relevant to Lahijan Gilaki, which shows a dominant verb-final pattern
but also permits considerable variation in the ordering of sentence constituents. One of the main
studies in this field contains Akhlaghi and Mostafavi (2019) who investigated and compared
word order and the sequencing of sentence constituents in Rashti Gilaki, representing the
Western variety, and Lahijani Gilaki, representing the Eastern variety, based on Greenberg’s
24 typological parameters, drawing on the frameworks proposed by Dryer (1992, 2007, 2013)
and Dabir-Moghaddam (2013, 2001). The present study examines the challenges involved in
identifying its basic word order by comparing two influential approaches proposed by Lehmann
(1978) and Whaley (1997).

Aim of the Study

The main aim of this study is to determine the basic word order of Lahijan Gilaki and to examine
the extent to which the frameworks proposed by Lehmann (1978) and Whaley (1997) can
account for the word-order patterns found in the dialect. More specifically, the study
investigates whether the correlations proposed by Lehmann provide consistent evidence for an
OV or VO classification and whether Whaley’s criteria of frequency, markedness, and
occurrence in neutral pragmatic contexts offer a more adequate basis for identifying the basic
word order of Lahijan Gilaki.

Theoretical Framework

Lehmann’s (1978) approach is primarily based on the distinction between OV and VO
languages and on a set of correlated ordering patterns involving different grammatical
constituents. According to this approach, the relative ordering of elements such as the verb and
object, noun and genitive, noun and adjective, adposition and noun phrase, and other constituent
pairs can provide evidence for determining the basic typological pattern of a language. Whaley
(1997), however, proposes that basic word order should not be determined solely on the basis
of structural correlations. She identifies three important criteria: frequency, markedness, and
occurrence in a neutral pragmatic context. These criteria make it possible to distinguish the
basic word order from alternative orders that may be motivated by discourse or pragmatic
factors.

Methodology and Data
The data for this study consist of approximately eight hours of recorded conversations,
dialogues, and monologues produced by native speakers of Lahijan Gilaki. The recordings were
transcribed, and approximately 800 sentences were collected and analyzed. First, eleven
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correlation pairs proposed within Lehmann’s framework were examined in order to determine
the extent to which the data conform to an OV pattern. The analysis then focused on the six
logically possible basic constituent orders—SOV, SVO, VSO, VOS, 0SV, and OVS—using
Whaley’s three criteria of frequency, markedness, and neutral pragmatic context.

Findings

The analysis of Lehmann’s eleven correlation pairs shows that five patterns are consistent with
the expected OV order, whereas three contradict the OV pattern and three display mixed
behavior. The patterns supporting the OV classification include postpositions, genitive—noun
ordering, adjective—noun ordering, the placement of the standard of comparison before the
comparative adjective, and the positioning of adverbs before the verb. However, other patterns,
including the ordering of relative clauses, the relationship between the main verb and auxiliary,
interrogative constructions, and the distribution of prefixes and suffixes, do not consistently
conform to the predicted OV correlations. These findings suggest that Lehmann’s correlations
alone do not provide sufficiently consistent evidence for assigning Lahijan Gilaki to a purely
OV type.

The analysis based on Whaley’s criteria provides clearer evidence for identifying the basic
word order. Of the approximately 800 sentences examined, around 500 (approximately 63%)
display the SOV order, while about 200 (approximately 25%) display SVO order. The
remaining orders—OVS, OSV, VOS, and VSO—occur at considerably lower frequencies, with
none accounting for more than approximately 4% of the data. The high frequency of SOV
constructions therefore provides strong evidence for identifying SOV as the basic word order
of Lahijan Gilaki. The analysis of markedness and neutral pragmatic contexts further supports
this conclusion, as SOV is the least formally marked order and occurs naturally in ordinary,
pragmatically neutral contexts.

At the same time, the occurrence of alternative word orders is not random. These patterns
are associated with particular pragmatic and information-structural conditions, including the
foregrounding of a constituent, the distinction between given and new information, and the
management of discourse information. Thus, the variation in word order observed in Lahijan
Gilaki appears to reflect the interaction between syntactic structure and pragmatic or
information-structural considerations rather than unrestricted syntactic variation.

Discussion and Conclusion
The findings indicate that Lahijan Gilaki can be characterized as a language with basic SOV
word order and considerable flexibility in constituent ordering. While the data contain a
substantial number of alternative word-order patterns, SOV is distinguished by its higher
frequency, lower degree of formal marking, and occurrence in neutral pragmatic contexts. The
findings also show that the correlations proposed by Lehmann do not consistently converge on
a single typological pattern in Lahijan Gilaki. By contrast, Whaley’s combination of frequency,
markedness, and neutral pragmatic context provides a more comprehensive account of the data
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and makes it possible to distinguish the basic word order from pragmatically motivated
alternatives. The study therefore demonstrates the importance of incorporating pragmatic and
information-structural factors into the analysis of basic word order, particularly in languages in
which constituent order is relatively flexible.
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Abstract

The light verb “gereftan”” is among the most frequent verbs in Persian
and is essential for constructing a vast array of compound verbs. The
extensive polysemy of these constructions presents significant
challenges for second-language learners. This study examines how
argument structure shapes the polysemous network of gereftan-based
compound verbs and explores its implications for prototypicality.
Data were extracted from the Persian Semantic Role Corpus,
categorized according to the semantic role of the second participant,
and analyzed to identify core semantic nodes within each category.
Prototypicality was not presupposed a priori; rather, it was
empirically established on the basis of high-frequency semantic cores
derived from corpus evidence. The findings reveal that the polysemy
of these compound verbs is systematic and closely associated with
argument structure, with different argument-structure configurations
corresponding to different semantic cores. The semantic role of Arg2
plays a central role in shaping these semantic nodes. In particular,
constructions with Arg2 functioning as Koneshbar, Patient, and
Source exhibited the highest type frequencies and contributed
substantially to the organization of their respective semantic
networks. These findings suggest that the polysemy of gereftan is
systematically associated with recurring argument-structure
configurations. Accordingly, the study suggests that teaching Persian
compound verbs may benefit from a pedagogical approach centered
on high-frequency argument-structure configurations and their
associated semantic cores, potentially facilitating their acquisition by
non-Persian speakers.

How to cite this article:
Aabedi, A. & Mirzaei, A. (2026). Prototypicality in Compound Verbs with the Light Verb Gereftan: A

Corpus-Based Analysis for Teaching Persian. Journal of Linguistics & Iranian Languages, 11(1), 117-135.
doi: https://doi.org/10.22099/jlil.2026.56760.1495

Keywords:

Argument Structure
Gereftan

Polysemy
Prototypicality
Semantic Roles
Teaching Persian to
Non-Persian Speakers

COPYRIGHTS ©2026 The author(s). This is an open access article distributed under the terms of the Creative
Commons Attribution (CC BY-NC 4.0), which permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any medium, as
long as the original authors and source are cited. No permission is required from the authors or the publisher.

1 Corresponding author


DOI:
https://doi.org/10.22099/jlil.2026.56760.1495
mailto:mahdie.aabedi@gmail.com
mailto:mirzaei.azade1@gmail.com
https://doi.org/10.22099/jlil.2026.56760.1495

Prototypicality in Compound Verbs Aabedi & Mirzaei

Introduction
Among Persian compound verbs, gereftan is the most polysemous light verb, with its
polysemy consistently presenting a significant learning challenge for non-native speakers.
Based on usage-based approaches (VanPatten, 2015; Bybee, 2023; Ellis, 2002a), language
acquisition is heavily influenced by usage frequency and recurring patterns; however,
acquisition is not merely a function of token frequency, as cognitive salience also plays a crucial
role in learning high-frequency constructions. Drawing on Bybee (2010), it can be argued that
while token frequency consolidates constructions in memory, type frequency serves as the
primary catalyst for the emergence of abstract schemata. In this study, cognitive salience is
conceptualized as an outcome of structural diversity and type frequency. To address the
question of which semantic cores are closer to the prototype and should consequently be
prioritized in pedagogical contexts this study utilizes corpus evidence (The Persian Semantic
Role Corpus; Mirzaei & Moloodi, 2014), argument structure, and semantic Role, given that
shifts in argument structure entail semantic distinctions in the verbal event. Accordingly, this
study seeks to address the following three research questions:
1. What is the relationship between argument structure and the semantic multiplicity of
compound verbs containing the light verb gereftan?
2. To what extent can the prototypical meanings of compound verbs form with the light
verb gereftan be reduced to a single core meaning?
3. What are the pedagogical implications of these findings for Teaching Persian to Non-
Persian Speakers?

Materials and Methods

The dataset for this study was extracted from the Persian Semantic Role Corpus (Mirzaei &
Moloodi, 2014), developed on the basis of the Persian Dependency Treebank (Rasooli et al.,
2013). The semantic annotation framework integrates Fillmore’s Case Grammar and Frame
Semantics (1976, 1998, 2001) with the VerbNet classification scheme (Levin, 1993), while
adapting these frameworks to accommodate the structural characteristics of Persian. The
semantic Role identified in the corpus include Agent, Experiencer, Patient, Theme,
Koneshbar, Beneficiary, Result, Source, Cause, Location, Extent, Stimulus, and Topic.
Within this framework, the semantic role Koneshbar refers to a participant who voluntarily
performs the action denoted by the verb and was first introduced as a semantic-role category in
the Persian Semantic Role Corpus (Mirzaei & Moloodi, 2014). The quantitative profile of the
corpus is summarized in Table 1.

Table 1.

Quantitative Specifications of the Persian Semantic Role Corpus
No. Corpus Metric Count
1 Total Sentences 29,982
2 Mean Sentence Length 16.61
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No. Corpus Metric Count
3 Verb Tokens 62,889
4 Verb Types 9,200

5 Verb Senses 15,658
6 Compound Verbs 13,923

Methodologically, the second core argument (Arg2) was identified as the primary
operational variable for delineating the prototypical semantic cores of the light verb gereftan
[‘to take/catch’]. This decision stems from the distribution of arguments: the primary argument
(Argl) overwhelmingly manifests as an uninformative Agent/Experiencer across more than
11,500 propositions, while the tertiary argument (Arg3) appears in only approximately 3,000
verbal constructions across the entire corpus. Out of the 441 distinct compound verbs formed
with gereftan, a frequency threshold of n > 20 was applied to ensure statistical validity and
representativeness. Consequently, 329 high-frequency compound verbs met the inclusion
criteria, while 112 low-frequency or mislabeled predicates were pruned from the final analysis.
Inter-annotator reliability was verified through independent dual-coding, yielding a Cohen’s
Kappa of ¥ > 0.85, indicative of near-perfect agreement.

Result and Discussion
Classifying compound verbs (CVs) formed with the light verb (LV) gereftan according to
the semantic role of their second argument (Arg2) validated through inter-annotator consensus
revealed the systematic mapping between thematic relations and semantic polysemy.

Detailed analysis of the argument configurations yielded distinct semantic cores:

1. Arg2 as Koneshbar (n = 123): Demonstrating the highest type frequency and
semantic  flexibility, this  pattern  diverges into four  sub-schemas:
“Acquisition/Reception” (e.g., jayeze gereftan ‘to receive an award’),
“Representation/Measurement” (e.g., aks/test gereftan ‘to take a photo/test’),
“Evaluation” (e.g., irad/nadide gereftan ‘to find fault/ignore’), and “Hosting/Event
Performance” (e.g., jashn gereftan ‘to celebrate’).

2. One-place predicate (No Arg2) (n = 27): In verbs where the sole argument is the
Patient, the prototypical sense of ‘reception’ recedes, and the schema of ‘state transition’
(qualitative or scalar) is activated (e.g., sekl gereft ‘took shape’, Seddat gereft
‘intensified’, &ram gereft ‘calmed down’)

3. Arg2 as Patient (n = 29): The LV activates the core schema of “Control Imposition”,
where the agent establishes dominance or constraint over the patient (e.g., asir/hadaf
gereftan ‘to capture/target’).

4. Arg2 as Source (n = 21): The semantic core of this verb category is structured around
the conceptual schema of ‘Source’. Within this construction, the event is consistently
grounded in an origin. This class represents one of the constructions most closely
aligned with the prototypical meaning of the verb gereftan, given that the underlying
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relation of ‘transfer from a Source to a Recipient’ is maintained in all tokens. This
manifests both in concrete/abstract entity transfer (e.g., pul/ejaze gereftan) and
conceptual attribution to an origin (e.g., rishe/nesh 'at gereftan).

5. Arg2 as Location (n = 22): In these constructions, the physical or conceptual schema
of ‘settlement and stabilization’ is activated (e.g., qarar gereft ‘was situated/located’,
sangar gereft ‘took cover/entrenched’, panah gereft ‘took refuge’).

6. Arg2 as Stimulus (n = 21): In these constructions, the notion of ‘internal state change’
along with emotional or physiological arousal is salient (e.g., lajas gereft ‘became
annoyed/spiteful’, xdbas gereft ‘became drowsy/sleepy’, angize gereft ‘became
motivated’).

Conclusion
The emergence of semantic cores in compound verbs cannot be explained solely by a static
prototype. While mapping the semantic network of gereftan is essential, previous studies have
largely overlooked its contextual emergence. By categorizing these verbs based on argument
structure and the semantic role of the second participant (Arg2), this study derives semantic
cores from high-frequency patterns. Consequently, prototypicality is not treated as an a priori
assumption, but rather as an emergent property of frequent usage. This highlights the
fundamental role of argument structure in organizing polysemy. Pedagogically, these findings
suggest optimizing Persian instruction by introducing the highest-frequency constructions first.
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