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Abstract

In the Persian language, /biidan/ and /hastidan/ are two of the most
applied infinitives. Their conjugation is in the present and past
systems, in different tenses, moods and aspects. The purpose of this
descriptive-qualitative article is to study the morphological
evolutions of the mentioned verbs with a diachronic approach from
Ancient to Middle and New eras of the Persian language. This study
indicates that according to the pattern [present stem + past stem suffix
+ infinitive suffix], the infinitive /hastidan/ is more correct than
/hastan/. Moreover, in Middle Persian, the suppletive stems were
derived from two different roots; accordingly, the present and past
stems had been from two different roots. This characteristic was
observed in some Pahlavi verbs including /bidan/ and /hastidanl.
According to the Pahlavi texts, the conjugation of the verb /bidan/
was observed in the present system, with the stem /bav-/. Gradually,
the future stem /bas-/ had been replaced with it. As the future system
is vanished in the New Persian, using /ast/ or /hast/ is preferred to

Imi-basad/ in the speech and the writing.
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Introduction

The verbs /biidan/ and /hastidan/ are among the most frequent verbs in Persian. In addition
to functioning as main verbs, they occur in copular and auxiliary constructions. Despite their
semantic proximity, the inflected forms associated with these two verbs are not derived from a
single stem. This difference raises questions about the historical relationship of /ast/ and /hast/
to /biidan/, the formation of the infinitive /hastidan/, and the status of /mi-basad/ in standard
written Persian. Answering these questions requires a distinction between root and stem and an
examination of evidence from different periods of the Iranian languages.

This study examines the morphological and inflectional development of these verbs from
the ancient period through Middle and New Persian. Its central question is how forms derived
from different roots came to be associated within the Persian verbal system and whether their
history can provide a basis for judging their present-day use. Alongside an examination of the
morphology of the infinitives /hastidan/ and /basidan/, the study presents evidence for the
present-tense inflection of /biidan/ in Pahlavi. Finally, it clarifies the difference between the
historical origin of /bas/ and the morphological analysis of /mi-basad/ in contemporary Persian.

Research Method, Previous Studies, and Objectives

This study adopts a diachronic approach and a descriptive-qualitative method. Data for the
ancient period were extracted from forms recorded in Avestan and Old Persian dictionaries. For
the Middle period, verbal forms in the Indian Bundahi$n, Selections of Zadspram, Pahlavi
Rivayat, and Zand 1 Wahman Yasn were examined. Selected forms are presented in the article’s
tables alongside their person, number, tense and mood, and New Persian meaning to enable
comparison of the stems and their paths of development. The discussion focuses on formation
and inflection; an examination of the frequency and function of /mi-basad/ in a corpus of
contemporary Persian falls outside its scope.

Previous studies have offered differing views on the infinitive corresponding to /ast/ and
/hast/. Some sources record /hastan/ or /astan/ as infinitives, whereas Abolgasemi considers
/hastidan/ and /astidan/ more justifiable morphologically, given the way an infinitive is formed
from a past stem. Earlier grammatical and historical studies have also examined the function
and development of the historical roots associated with /biidan/.

The study aims to answer the following questions: (1) Why is the use of /hastidan/ more
appropriate than /hastan/? (2) What is the difference between /ast/ and /mi-basad/? Is the use
of /mi-basad/ in contemporary Persian correct?

Findings and Discussion
In the ancient Iranian languages, verbal forms were built from various roots and stems across
several tense and four systems. Avestan and Old Persian evidence shows that forms derived
from the root /ah-/ were not confined to the present system, nor were forms derived from /bav-
/bii-/ confined to the past system. For example, Old Persian records forms derived from /bav-/
with present meaning, such as /bavatiy/, as well as forms with past meaning. In addition to
present forms such as /astiy/, other forms derived from /ah-/ occur in the perfect system. Thus,
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a simple division that assigns one root exclusively to the present and the other exclusively to
the past conflicts with the evidence from the ancient period.

As the verbal system developed in the Middle period, some of the systems and inflectional
distinctions of the ancient period disappeared or merged. In this period, the relationship between
the present and past stems of certain verbs cannot be explained solely by phonological changes
within a single root. The concept of “suppletive stems” describes a situation in which
synonymous stems originate from different roots and occur together in the inflection of a verb.
This study examines the relationship between forms associated with /hastidan/ and /badan/
within this historical development.

One finding of the article is the occurrence of present-tense forms of /biidan/ in Pahlavi texts.
Forms such as /bawem/, /bawé/, /bawed/, and /bawend/ show that the stem /baw-/ was used in
present-tense inflection. These forms are recorded in the Pahlavi Rivayat, Selections of
Zadspram, Bundahi$n, and Zand 1 Wahman Yasn. Forms such as /bawid éstéd/ also show the
use of /baw-/ in forming a past stem by adding the morpheme /-7d/. The existence of present-
tense forms of /budan/ in Pahlavi must therefore be taken into account when explaining the
history of this verb. In infinitive formation, the infinitive suffix /-an/ is added to the past stem.
If /hast/ is treated as a present stem, the past stem is first formed by adding /-id/, after which
the infinitive suffix is attached. This process yields /hastidan/. On this basis, the article favors
/hastidan/ over /hastan/ from a morphological perspective.

An examination of /bas/ also shows that, in the ancient Iranian period, it was a future stem
associated with the root /bav-/ and that it survived in the imperative form /bas/. The infinitive
/basidan/, formed by adding the elements of infinitive formation to this stem, is considered a
secondary infinitive. Since /bav + $y/ is itself a future stem, adding the past-stem-forming
morpheme /-id/ to it constitutes a secondary or artificial formation. From the article’s diachronic
perspective, this history is one reason to favor /ast/ and /hast/ over /mi-basad/ in formal prose.
Nevertheless, /mi-basad/ is a form used in contemporary Persian and can be segmented as /mi
+ bas + -ad/ in a synchronic analysis. The historical origin of the stem /bas/ does not, in itself,
prevent its use in a construction with present-time meaning.

Conclusion

A comparative examination of ancient and Middle-period evidence shows that the
inflectional relationship between /hastidan/and /budan/ resulted from a development in several
stages and cannot be reduced to a fixed opposition between two roots for the present and past.
Forms recorded in Old Persian attest to the inflectional diversity of both roots; Pahlavi evidence
also shows that /biidan/ was inflected in the present tense with the stem /bav-/. Furthermore, on
the basis of the pattern for forming an infinitive from a past stem, the article favors /hastidan/
over /hastan/ in its morphological analysis and considers /basidan/ a secondary infinitive.

Two kinds of judgment must be distinguished regarding /mi-basad/. On the basis of the
historical development of the stems, this study favors /ast/ and /hast/ in the present indicative
of formal prose. This conclusion, however, does not deny the use of /mi-basad/ in present-day
Persian. Establishing its place, frequency, and function in different varieties of standard Persian
requires a separate synchronic, corpus-based study.
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