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Abstract

A scientific and multifaceted examination of important historical
Persian texts is essential for their correct interpretation. Many such
texts contain words from languages other than Persian, and without
understanding the meanings of these non-Persian elements, a precise
and complete grasp of the text remains unattainable. One of the
significant Persian texts that features a notable use of non-Persian
utterances is Sharafname-ye Bedlisi (11th century AH / 17th century
CE). The author, a Kurd by origin, was raised in the Safavid courtand Keywords:
later attained the ranks of Amir and Amir al-Umara (“Mir Mirani”) in
both Iran and the Ottoman Empire. This unique background has ;23:;1‘iname-ye
resulted in the influence of multiple languages on his book: Kurdish, ' kyrdish
Turkish, and the languages of the Christian peoples with whom the | Turkish
Ottomans had centuries of contact in Eastern and Central Europe and Mongqlian
. . . - . Georgian
the Caucasus. This article examines Sharafname-ye Bedlisi precisely = gastern European
from this multilingual perspective. The findings attest to the presence = languages
of utterances from Kurdish, Turkish, and other languages within the
book, as well as the broader influence of these languages on its text.
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On another level, these linguistic traces also reflect the rich cultural
exchanges among the speakers of these languages and the multilingual
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environment in which the author of Sharafname lived. The effects of
these linguistic exchanges are still more or less present in the Persian
language, although some of them have disappeared from Persian due
to changing conditions in Iran over the past few centuries.
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Introduction

This article examines the Sharafname-ye Bedlisi, composed by Sharaf Khan Bedlisi in 1005
AH/ 1596-97 CE, as one of the significant Persian-language historical works produced during
the Safavid era and pertaining to the Kurds, one of Iran’s largest ethnic groups. On the one
hand, drawing upon the author’s Kurdish identity, the study seeks to identify traces of Kurdish
language influence within the text. On the other hand, given Sharaf Khan’s engagement with
both the Iranian and Ottoman polities - in which the Turkish language held formal status - the
article explores the extent and nature of Turkish elements present in the Sharafname-ye Bedlisi.
Furthermore, considering the Ottoman state’s contacts and interactions with Christian
communities in Eastern and Central Europe and the Caucasus, the research also attempts to
detect lexical borrowings from the languages of these regions within the work.

Material & Method

For the purposes of this research, the complete text of the Sharafname-ye Bedlisi was examined
in full, and extracts containing Kurdish, Turkish, and other non-Persian lexical items were
systematically collected and analyzed. In order to address the research questions with greater
precision, several contemporaneous texts from the same compositional period were also
consulted. Methodologically, the study is grounded in textual analysis, description, and
interpretive explanation. The edition utilized throughout is that of Vladimir Vélyaminov
Zernov, republished in Iran by Asatir Publications.

Results & Discussion

The data extracted from the Sharafname-ye Bedlisi reveal clear influences from both Kurdish
and Turkish, manifesting in the form of Kurdish lexical items as well as Turkish words and
phrases embedded within the Persian text. The author’s treatment of “Kurds” and the “Kurdish
language” reflects, on the one hand, an objective and impartial perspective toward this Iranian
ethnic group and its language - understandable given his own Kurdish origin and native
command of the language - and, on the other hand, attests to his considerable linguistic
awareness. As discussed in the article, Sharaf Khan’s explanation of the variant orthographic
forms Ruzaki, Ruzhaki, and Rujaki may be regarded - to the best of this writer’s knowledge - as
the earliest systematic articulation of the distinction between the Northern and Southern
branches of the Western Iranian languages. Furthermore, the examination of the data indicates
that a portion of the vocabulary in the Sharafname-ye Bedlisi derives from the languages of
various Christian peoples with whom the Ottoman state maintained contact.

Conclusion
The findings of this study demonstrate that Kurdish, Turkish, and several languages of Christian
people with whom the Ottomans had contacts of interactions all left discernible imprints on the
Persian of the Sharafname-ye Bedlisi. In addition to individual lexical borrowings, Turkish
poems and sentences appear, and some Persian constructions in the text exhibit Turkish
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syntactic patterns - a phenomenon attributable to the longstanding historical interaction between
the Turkish and Persian languages. Upon closer examination, a significant proportion of the
Turkish-Mongolian vocabulary in the Sharafname-ye Bedlisi pertains to military and
administrative affairs, which may be understood as a consequence of the Turco-Mongol
character of the dynasties that, for centuries prior to the composition of the Sharafname-ye
Bedlisi, ruled over “Turan” and “Iran”, and beyond. Lexical items originating from the
languages of Christian peoples consist primarily of proper names, toponyms, official titles, and
occasionally other terms that entered Ottoman Turkish through contact, and were subsequently
recorded in the Sharafname-ye Bedlisi. Given that the Ottomans’ interactions with Christian
people - at least during the period in which the Sharafname-ye Bedlisi was written - occurred
predominantly in the Balkans, Eastern and Central Europe, and the Caucasus, the relevant
loanwords in the text derive largely from Slavic languages (Russian, Ukrainian, Czech, Serbian,
etc.), Armenian, Georgian, and German/ Austrian.
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