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Abstract

One of the parameters that is widely used in Typology is basic

word order. In this paper, word order is investigated in Gilaki

Language (Lahijani dialect) .The objective of this study is to know

what the word order is and show the challenges of Lehman’s

(Y4YAyfeatures in Lahijani dialect. To gather the data, native Keywords:

speakers’ conversations have been recorded. The both models’
Word order

Typology
features more than Leman’s model. Moreover, Data analysis Lahijani dialect

showed that Lahijani is a verb final language (with a high =Lehmann
frequency of SOV order) with a free word order (as unmarked Whaley
form); that is, it is a non-configurational language. Therefore,

Lahijani has flexible word order in which syntactic elements and
information structures can be moved freely by speakers’
pragmatic intention. Thus, the main factor for this flexibility is the

speakers’ pragmatic intention.

analysis displayed that the Whaley’s model is in line with Lahijani

Revise: 2026-09-16 ~ Accepted: 2026-09-17

Review History:

Received: 2026-06-07

How to cite this article:

Vaezi, H., Mehrabi, M. & Rabieipour Salimi, A. (2026). Investigating the Challenges of Lehmann and
Whaley’s Frameworks on Determining Word Order: Evidence from Gilaki (Lahijani Dialect). Journal of
Linguistics & Iranian Languages, 11(1), 91-115. doi: https://doi.org/10.22099/]1i1.2026.56345.1482

COPYRIGHTS ©2026 The author(s). This is an open access article distributed under the terms of the Creative
Commons Attribution (CC BY-NC 4.0), which permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any medium, as
long as the original authors and source are cited. No permission is required from the authors or the publisher.

1 Corresponding author


DOI:
https://doi.org/10.22099/jlil.2026.56345.1482
mailto:vaezi.h@iau.ac.ir
mailto:m.mehrabi@abru.ac.ir
mailto:assieh.rabiei@gmail.com
https://doi.org/10.22099/jlil.2026.56345.1482

Investigating the Challenges of Lehmann and Whaley’s Vaezi et al.

Introduction

Word order is one of the central issues in language typology, particularly in determining the
basic word order of languages that allow more than one ordering pattern. Although a language
may exhibit several word-order patterns, not all of these patterns necessarily have the same
grammatical and pragmatic status. Some may represent the basic or unmarked order, whereas
others may be associated with particular discourse contexts or information-structural functions.
This issue is particularly relevant to Lahijan Gilaki, which shows a dominant verb-final pattern
but also permits considerable variation in the ordering of sentence constituents. One of the main
studies in this field contains Akhlaghi and Mostafavi (2019) who investigated and compared
word order and the sequencing of sentence constituents in Rashti Gilaki, representing the
Western variety, and Lahijani Gilaki, representing the Eastern variety, based on Greenberg’s
24 typological parameters, drawing on the frameworks proposed by Dryer (1992, 2007, 2013)
and Dabir-Moghaddam (2013, 2001). The present study examines the challenges involved in
identifying its basic word order by comparing two influential approaches proposed by Lehmann
(1978) and Whaley (1997).

Aim of the Study

The main aim of this study is to determine the basic word order of Lahijan Gilaki and to examine
the extent to which the frameworks proposed by Lehmann (1978) and Whaley (1997) can
account for the word-order patterns found in the dialect. More specifically, the study
investigates whether the correlations proposed by Lehmann provide consistent evidence for an
OV or VO classification and whether Whaley’s criteria of frequency, markedness, and
occurrence in neutral pragmatic contexts offer a more adequate basis for identifying the basic
word order of Lahijan Gilaki.

Theoretical Framework

Lehmann’s (1978) approach is primarily based on the distinction between OV and VO
languages and on a set of correlated ordering patterns involving different grammatical
constituents. According to this approach, the relative ordering of elements such as the verb and
object, noun and genitive, noun and adjective, adposition and noun phrase, and other constituent
pairs can provide evidence for determining the basic typological pattern of a language. Whaley
(1997), however, proposes that basic word order should not be determined solely on the basis
of structural correlations. She identifies three important criteria: frequency, markedness, and
occurrence in a neutral pragmatic context. These criteria make it possible to distinguish the
basic word order from alternative orders that may be motivated by discourse or pragmatic
factors.

Methodology and Data
The data for this study consist of approximately eight hours of recorded conversations,
dialogues, and monologues produced by native speakers of Lahijan Gilaki. The recordings were
transcribed, and approximately 800 sentences were collected and analyzed. First, eleven

Journal of Linguistics & Iranian Languages (11(1), Spring 2026)



Investigating the Challenges of Lehmann and Whaley’s Vaezi et al.

correlation pairs proposed within Lehmann’s framework were examined in order to determine
the extent to which the data conform to an OV pattern. The analysis then focused on the six
logically possible basic constituent orders—SOV, SVO, VSO, VOS, 0SV, and OVS—using
Whaley’s three criteria of frequency, markedness, and neutral pragmatic context.

Findings

The analysis of Lehmann’s eleven correlation pairs shows that five patterns are consistent with
the expected OV order, whereas three contradict the OV pattern and three display mixed
behavior. The patterns supporting the OV classification include postpositions, genitive—noun
ordering, adjective—noun ordering, the placement of the standard of comparison before the
comparative adjective, and the positioning of adverbs before the verb. However, other patterns,
including the ordering of relative clauses, the relationship between the main verb and auxiliary,
interrogative constructions, and the distribution of prefixes and suffixes, do not consistently
conform to the predicted OV correlations. These findings suggest that Lehmann’s correlations
alone do not provide sufficiently consistent evidence for assigning Lahijan Gilaki to a purely
OV type.

The analysis based on Whaley’s criteria provides clearer evidence for identifying the basic
word order. Of the approximately 800 sentences examined, around 500 (approximately 63%)
display the SOV order, while about 200 (approximately 25%) display SVO order. The
remaining orders—OVS, OSV, VOS, and VSO—occur at considerably lower frequencies, with
none accounting for more than approximately 4% of the data. The high frequency of SOV
constructions therefore provides strong evidence for identifying SOV as the basic word order
of Lahijan Gilaki. The analysis of markedness and neutral pragmatic contexts further supports
this conclusion, as SOV is the least formally marked order and occurs naturally in ordinary,
pragmatically neutral contexts.

At the same time, the occurrence of alternative word orders is not random. These patterns
are associated with particular pragmatic and information-structural conditions, including the
foregrounding of a constituent, the distinction between given and new information, and the
management of discourse information. Thus, the variation in word order observed in Lahijan
Gilaki appears to reflect the interaction between syntactic structure and pragmatic or
information-structural considerations rather than unrestricted syntactic variation.

Discussion and Conclusion
The findings indicate that Lahijan Gilaki can be characterized as a language with basic SOV
word order and considerable flexibility in constituent ordering. While the data contain a
substantial number of alternative word-order patterns, SOV is distinguished by its higher
frequency, lower degree of formal marking, and occurrence in neutral pragmatic contexts. The
findings also show that the correlations proposed by Lehmann do not consistently converge on
a single typological pattern in Lahijan Gilaki. By contrast, Whaley’s combination of frequency,
markedness, and neutral pragmatic context provides a more comprehensive account of the data
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and makes it possible to distinguish the basic word order from pragmatically motivated
alternatives. The study therefore demonstrates the importance of incorporating pragmatic and
information-structural factors into the analysis of basic word order, particularly in languages in
which constituent order is relatively flexible.
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I my lesson-object maker study-past-1SG!
| studied my lesson.
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(17) Mu buxon-d-om mi dors-o

I study-past-1SG my lesson-object marker
| studied my lesson.
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(18) Buxon-d-om mu mi dors-2
Study-past-1SG I my lesson-object marker

| studied my lesson.
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(19) Buxod.o hama ti zak
Eat.s/he all your child

Your child eats everything.
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(20) Mi dors-o mu buxon-d-om
My lesson- object marker | study-past-1SG

| studied my lesson.
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(21) Mi dors-2 buxon-d-om mu
My lesson-object marker study-past-1SG I
| studied my lesson.
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My mother ate her food.
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