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r~ Abstract
©
3 This study analyzes time and place in the Kurdish short story “Guli
% Res” (Black Flower) by Shirzad Hassan, examining the connection
5 | between time, place, and symbolic marginalization. The research uses a
S T . o
g qualitative aPproach .based on social semiotics. .Data Yvere (i?llected Keywords:
8 through multiple readings of the story. The analytical unit was “clauses
< | with temporal or spatial references,” and a total of 247 cases were coded
based on criteria including time type, place, verb aspect, repetitions, and | Chronotope
« | silence. The theoretical framework consists of Blommaert and De Fina’s Symbolic
5 g (2017) contemporary rereading of the time-space continuum and its Marginalization
e 3 novel applications by Karimzad and Catedral (2018, 2021, 2022). Kurdish Literature
T & | Findings show that the narrator oscillates among the childhood N
= o | continuum, which is linked to an idealized past, courage, and the act of Gul} Res oo
2 g - . - ich i Social Semiotics
5 2 stealing flowe_r:s, the present_ continuum, which is ma_rked_by shame, >
@ 2 | fear, and waiting for the window to open; and the idealized future Low Chronotopic
continuum, in which he dreams of planting black flowers to frighten the Clarity
wealthy. These three continua exist within a hierarchy of power whose | pgwer
ﬁl center is the “closed balcony” continuum of the affluent class, which Silence
S | determines not only space and time but also the ideology of naming and Identit
gé silence. The narrator’s constant shifts reflect his “low spatiotemporal Yy
S | clarity.” Consequently, he cannot choose any single continuum and
g remains trapped among them. His attempt to escape the dominant
.= | continuum toward the past and the future isn’t realizable. The story
§ ends with the cry “Maletawa” (Goodby), an acknowledgment of
4
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Introduction

The present study undertakes a critical analysis of the Kurdish short story “Guli Res” (Black
Flower) by Shirzad Hassan, examining the intricate relationship between time, space, and
symbolic marginalization. The narrative centers on a nameless, impoverished narrator who is
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consumed by his love for his wealthy neighbor, Hiro, and the striking purple flowers on her
balcony. The narrator’s inability to name these flowers, a seemingly trivial detail, transforms
into a profound symbol of class-based exclusion, representing a form of “symbolic
marginalization” where the marginalized are denied not only material wealth but also the
fundamental right to name, to know, and to ask. This “not-knowing” is not a cognitive failure
but a manifestation of a deeper, structurally enforced power dynamic.

This research employs the contemporary sociolinguistic reinterpretation of the
chronotope, the intrinsic linkage of time and space, as its central analytical framework.
Originally introduced by Bakhtin (1981) for literary analysis, the concept has been revitalized
by Blommaert and De Fina (2017), who expanded it to social interaction, and by Karimzad and
Catedral (2018, 2021), who introduced the crucial notions of “chronotopic clarity” and
“chronotopic power centers.” While chronotopic studies have largely focused on everyday
discourse and migration, a significant gap remains in the analysis of minority literature. This
study fills this gap by applying the chronotopic framework to a Kurdish literary text. The
research seeks to answer: 1) What chronotopes are identifiable in the narrative? 2) How are
power relations structured among them? and 3) Does the narrator experience “low chronotopic
clarity,” and how does this affect his identity?

Materials and Methods

This qualitative study is grounded in social semiotics. The data comprises the complete text
of “Guli Res” (Hassan, 2005, pp. 87-105), a 19-page narrative in Sorani Kurdish. The unit of
analysis was the “clause containing a temporal or spatial reference,” of which 247 were
identified. Coding proceeded inductively, analyzing three components: time (past, present,
future), space (physical or metaphorical), and the actor/character associated with that time-
space, which were then grouped into emergent chronotopic categories. To qualify as a distinct
chronotope, a collection of clauses had to exhibit all three criteria simultaneously. To ensure
reliability, 20% of the clauses (49) were independently coded by two external researchers,
yielding a high Fleiss’ Kappa coefficient of k = 0.81, indicating almost perfect agreement.

The review of literature reveals that while Iranian scholarship has applied the chronotope
to Persian literary texts and international research has focused on natural discourse and
migration, no systematic chronotopic study has been conducted on Kurdish literature. The
objective of this research is to fill this gap by demonstrating the applicability of chronotopic
analysis to minority literature, exploring how temporal-spatial organization reflects and
reinforces symbolic marginalization, and testing whether the concept of “chronotopic clarity,”
developed for analyzing migration, can illuminate the condition of “internal marginalization”
within one’s homeland.

Results and Discussion

The analysis identified three primary chronotopes structuring the narrative. The Chronotope
of Childhood represents an idealized past characterized by courage, agency, and the capacity to
ask questions. Temporally anchored in the distant past with markers of repetition (“when I was
a child,” “previously”), and spatially located on walls and in neighbors’ gardens, the actor here
is fearless and transgressive: “When I was a child, to steal a flower, I would climb over a
hundred roofs” (Hassan, 2005: 102). The narrator could name flowers in this chronotope, a
capacity he has lost in the present.

The Chronotope of the Present is marked by painful waiting, fear, shame, and passivity.
Temporally situated in the durative present (“now,” “this week”) and spatially confined to the
narrator’s dry yard and the space beneath the closed balcony, the actor is reduced to a passive
observer who can only repeat the same desperate plea: “Open this window... the flowers are
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dying... | say the same thing every day, but the window is closed” (Hassan, 2005: 93, 98). Time
stagnates here; no progress occurs. The emotional burden is overwhelmingly negative,
dominated by structurally produced fear of punishment and shame at his inability to cross the
boundary.

The Chronotope of the Future involves an unrealizable fantasy of planting black flowers
to invert the power dynamic. Marked by the subjunctive mood (“I would plant,” “I could”), it
expands from the narrator’s yard to the entire neighborhood. The actor is a fantasizing but
passive figure: “I wish they would cut a cutting for me from a pitch-black garden... 1 would
plant it with my very soul” (Hassan, 2005: 94). This represents imaginative resistance, but its
subjunctive modality constantly reminds of its unreality.

The power relations are deeply unequal. The Closed Balcony of the Wealthy functions as
the dominant chronotopic center—an absent but ever-present force dictating who has the right
to name, to be heard, and to exist. The narrator demonstrates extremely low chronotopic clarity,
oscillating rapidly between chronotopes, often within a single paragraph, indicating an inability
to commit to any coherent spatio-temporal framework. Furthermore, silence and namelessness
function as markers of chronotopic boundaries, with the narrator’s refusal to ask the flower’s
name reproducing the boundary between his chronotope and the dominant one. The flowers and
pots serve as chronotopic objects, material anchors of the dominant space-time whose withering
mirrors the narrator’s own decay.

Conclusion

This comprehensive analysis demonstrates that the chronotopic framework offers a powerful
tool for understanding symbolic marginalization in minority literature. In “Guli Res,” the
narrator’s suffering is fundamentally rooted in his precarious position within a hierarchical
system of time and space that denies him access to the dominant chronotope and leaves him
suspended between an irretrievable past and an unrealizable future. The narrator’s low
chronotopic clarity, his constant, unresolved shifting, is the very mechanism of his
powerlessness. The story’s conclusion, “Maltawa...” (Goodbye...), is an admission of this
spatio-temporal defeat and confirms his permanent relegation to the margins.

This study bridges literary criticism and sociolinguistics, demonstrating the applicability of
concepts developed for analyzing migration to the condition of internal marginalization. It also
expands chronotopic analysis by showing that “what is not said” and “what is not known™ are
as crucial to understanding spatio-temporal organization as explicit references, opening new
avenues for analyzing silence, shame, and non-action as chronotopic markers. Future research
could extend this framework to other Kurdish literary works and explore chronotopic
boundaries in other minority literatures of Iran.
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