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Abstract

This article provides a linguistic description and analysis of the
Dezhkordi dialect, a valuable variety of Southern Luri spoken in the
town of Dezhkord, Eqlid County, Fars Province, Iran. The study aims
to document, preserve, and explain the structural characteristics of this
dialect. The research data were obtained through extensive fieldwork
and the collection of more than one thousand authentic lexical items
from native speakers. The data were subsequently analyzed using a
descriptive-analytical approach. The findings indicate that the
Dezhkordi dialect belongs to the Southwestern branch of the Iranian
languages. Despite its historical affinity with Standard Persian, it
exhibits distinctive phonological, morphological, and syntactic features.
At the phonological level, processes such as deletion, substitution,
metathesis, assimilation, dissimilation, and vowel fronting occur with
high frequency. Morphologically, verbal structures—particularly those
associated with past and future tenses—the use of specific auxiliary
verbs, variations in personal endings, and distinctive infinitive forms
reveal the dialect’s historical links with Middle Persian. Syntactically,
the precedence of verbs over other sentence constituents, the distinctive
distribution of clitic pronouns, and the specialized use of prepositions
constitute notable characteristics of the dialect. Furthermore, the
analysis of the lexicon, including classifiers and indigenous units of
measurement, reflects important aspects of the region’s economic,
social, and cultural life. The results demonstrate that the Dezhkordi
dialect constitutes a valuable repository of archaic linguistic elements.
Its documentation and analysis can contribute to the preservation of
linguistic diversity, a deeper understanding of the historical
development of Persian, and the utilization of indigenous lexical
resources for word formation and language planning.
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Introduction

Dezhkord, a district of Eqlid County in Fars Province, is a land with an ancient history and
long-standing civilization. Situated at the northwesternmost part of Fars Province, at the
intersection of the provinces of Fars, Kohgiluyeh, and Isfahan, it lies within the continuation of
the Zagros mountain range and the watershed of Mount Dena. Historically, it has been part of
the frontier region known as the “Six Districts” (Shesh-Dangeh) of Fars. Throughout history,
Dezhkord has served as a crossroads for migration and settlement by various ethnic groups,
tribes, and clans. Today, it encompasses fourteen neighborhoods and villages and is home to
groups of Bakhtiari, Qashqai, Circassian, Baseri, Bougar, Olad, Vanda, Khajeh, Sadat, and
others. As a result of this ethnic diversity, the interaction and convergence of different accents
and dialects have led to the emergence of a distinctive speech variety known as the Dezhkordi
dialect. While Standard Persian serves as the official, administrative, and educational language
of the inhabitants, they commonly use a Lori dialect in everyday communication. It is generally
believed that the long-established populations of the frontier regions of Fars, including the Six-
District and Four-District frontier areas, have traditionally spoken Lori and the so-called
Sarhadi accent. The Sarhadi accent is considered a subvariety of Lori, distinguished from
Bakhtiari and Boyer-Ahmadi speech by noticeable lexical and phonetic differences. Like many
other dialects, the Dezhkordi dialect continues to undergo linguistic change over time.

Materials & Methods

This study aims to provide a linguistic description and analysis of the Dezhkordi dialect, one of
the valuable varieties of Southern Lori, with the goals of documentation, preservation, and
structural analysis. The dialect exhibits distinctive features in vocabulary, grammar, and
phonology. The primary objective of this research is to examine its linguistic structure, usage
patterns, characteristic features, and historical formation. Following extensive fieldwork, the
collection of substantial phonological, morphological, and syntactic data, and the compilation
of more than one thousand authentic Dezhkordi lexical items, the characteristics of the dialect
were systematically analyzed. Scientific documentation and description of this dialect
constitute an essential step toward preserving linguistic diversity and deepening our
understanding of Iran’s rich cultural and historical heritage. The present study is grounded in
descriptive linguistics. To introduce and describe the dialect, its phonological, lexical,
morphological, and syntactic systems were examined. The statistical population consisted of
approximately one thousand native speakers of Dezhkord from different age groups and both
genders. Following data collection, slightly more than one-third of the dataset was selected
through purposive sampling, with priority given to speakers possessing strong linguistic
competence and extensive familiarity with local speech patterns, thereby enhancing the
reliability of the analysis and classification of the data.

Results & Discussion

Characteristics of the Dezhkordi Dialect

From the perspective of historical linguistics, Lori dialects and languages—including Southern
Lori and Bakhtiari—are generally classified within the Southwestern Iranian branch.
Consequently, they are closely related to Persian and, together with Persian, Dari, and Tajiki,
represent continuations of the Southwestern Iranian linguistic tradition. Historically, therefore,
they belong to the same language family as Persian. The Dezhkordi Lori dialect likewise
represents a historical continuation of the Southwestern Iranian language family, deriving from
linguistic varieties that, like Persian, originated from Middle Persian (Pahlavi). Accordingly,
the grammatical system of Lori shares many similarities with Persian, and numerous Lori
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lexical items continue to preserve forms that closely resemble Middle Persian. Naturally, this
dialect exhibits both similarities and differences with Standard Persian. Some of these features
can be observed in its phonological system.

Vowels

The vowel inventory of the Dezhkordi dialect includes the following:

Short /a/: asp (“horse”)

Long /a:/: ba:da (“later”)

lel: Ebram (“Ebrahim”)

/o/: Omar

/a:/: asemun (“sky”)

/il: inja (“here”)

/ul: u (“he/she”), bun (“roof”)

lowl/: tow (“fever”), ow (“water”)

Mid-back vowel /o/: xola (“crooked”)

10 /uw/: found in a limited number of words such as juwal (“sack”).

The Long Vowel /a:/

This vowel appears in words that historically begin with a CVC syllable, although the third
consonantal segment is no longer pronounced. Instead, the preceding short vowel /a/ is
lengthened and realized as /a:/. Evidence from additional lexical items indicates that consonants
such as /¢/ and /h/ are omitted in these environments, and the articulatory energy associated
with their pronunciation is absorbed into the preceding vowel, resulting in vowel lengthening:
e bada < baida (“later”)

e ma.dan < mafdan (“mine”

e kara <kahra

e dava<dafva (“dispute”)

e za:la < Zahre

e zara<Zahra

Consonants

Of the twenty-three consonants found in contemporary Standard Persian, twenty-one are
preserved in the Dezhkordi dialect and are pronounced similarly. However, the consonants /z/
and /g/ exhibit different realizations.

The Consonant /Z/

This consonant occurs in only a limited number of words and proper names. In such cases, it is
typically pronounced as /j/:

e Manije for Manizheh

e Pasaj for Pasazh

The Consonant /g/

As in several other dialects, including those of southern Fars and Southern Kurdish, the
consonant /g/ may be realized as /x/ in certain contexts. For example:

o vaxt (“time”) instead of vaqt.

Additionally, the consonant /v/ may be realized as the glide /w/ in specific phonetic
environments, though it does not function as an independent word-initial phoneme. An example
is:

e gowar (“calf”).

CoNoOA~WNE

Conclusion

Analysis of the collected field data indicates that, while the Dezhkordi dialect shares a common
core with Standard Persian, it preserves a range of distinctive phonological, morphological, and
syntactic features, some of which reflect archaic structures inherited from earlier stages of
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Persian. At the phonological level, processes such as final consonant deletion, vowel
alternation, fronting, metathesis, and assimilation constitute a coherent and systematic
framework. These processes not only demonstrate the dialect’s internal development but also
reveal its connection to historical layers of the Persian language. Morphologically, verbal
structures—particularly those associated with past tenses—the use of auxiliary verbs such as
bu and bid, modifications in plural markers, and infinitive forms ending in -ssen reflect the
continuation of Middle Persian elements and their gradual evolution within a local linguistic
context. From a syntactic perspective, the precedence of the verb over other sentence
constituents, the distinctive role of clitic pronouns, and the unique functions of certain
prepositions contribute to a grammatical system that, while differing from Standard Persian,
remains highly systematic and internally consistent. Overall, the findings demonstrate that the
Dezhkordi dialect constitutes a valuable repository of Iran’s linguistic and cultural heritage. Its
documentation and scientific analysis are important not only for preserving linguistic diversity
but also for advancing historical studies of Persian, informing language planning initiatives,
and exploring the potential of indigenous lexical resources in word formation.
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