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Abstract

Systematic study of the linguistic instruments of persuasion in literary
narrative, through the integration of discourse analysis models and
traditional rhetoric, provides the basis for a scientific explanation of the role
of extratextual factors such as gender in shaping the argumentative
structures of the text. The present study, adopting a discourse-analytic
approach and drawing on Hyland’s (2005) model of metadiscourse markers
and Aristotle’s persuasive triangle—logos, ethos, and pathos—examines the
mechanisms of persuasion in Persian narrative in four major works of
contemporary lIranian literature: Savushun by Simin Daneshvar, Khabe
zemestani by Goli Taraghi, Cheshmhayash by Bozorg Alavi, and Az ranji
ke mibarim by Jalal Al-e Ahmad. The corpus consists of the online texts of
these works, and the data were analyzed using statistical tests to assess
gender differences and interactive/interactional patterns. The findings
showed that male authors make significantly greater use of interactive
markers—transitions, frame markers, evidentials, endophoric markers, and
code glosses—which are consistent with logos-oriented persuasion and
argumentative organization. By contrast, female authors make significantly
greater use of interactional markers, particularly self-mentions,
strengthening ethos and emotional connection with the reader, namely
pathos. At the level of individual works, Az ranji ke mibarim was the most
logos-oriented, Savushun the most ethos-oriented, Khabe zemestani the
most pathos-oriented, and Cheshmhayash the most balanced. The results
confirm the role of gender while emphasizing personal style and narrative
discourse type in shaping persuasion.Therefore, metadiscourse markers,
beyond organizing the text, are indicative of the ideological and stylistic
choices of authors.
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Introduction

Metadiscourse markers are linguistic devices employed by writers to organize texts and engage
with readers. Hyland (2005) divides these markers into two categories: “interactive” (guiding
the flow of information and linking parts of the discourse) and “interactional” (expressing
stance and engaging with the audience). Drawing upon the three Aristotelian persuasive
appeals- logos, ethos, and pathos- these devices enhance the persuasive force of a text.
Despite the considerable potential of literary texts for metadiscourse analysis, research in
Iran has remained largely confined to academic corpora, rarely moving beyond the quantitative
description of marker frequencies. Addressing this gap, the present study conducts a
comparative examination of four landmark novels in contemporary Iranian literature-
Daneshvar's “Savushun”, Alavi's “Cheshmhayash”, Al-e Ahmad's “Az Ranji ke Mibarim”, and
Taraqqi's “Khabe zemestani”- representing distinct styles and two significant periods of Iranian
narrative. Integrating Hyland's metadiscourse framework with Aristotle's persuasive triangle,
this study seeks to move beyond mere “description” by “explaining” the relationship between
metadiscourse choices and the authors' rhetorical style. In doing so, it analyzes the patterns of
marker usage in relation to gender and the persuasive strategies of male and female novelists.

Research Method, Background & Purpose
Metadiscourse markers, as organizational and interaction-oriented linguistic devices, play a
fundamental role in textual cohesion and audience persuasion. Hyland (2005) classifies these
markers into two categories: “interactive” (guiding the reader) and “interactional” (expressing
the writer's stance), which operate in relation to the three Aristotelian persuasive appeals- logos,
ethos, and pathos. Previous research has predominantly focused on academic corpora; Tse and
Hyland (2008) report that male writers employ boosters more frequently to project confidence,
whereas female writers combine these devices with positive politeness strategies. Within
literature, studies indicate a predominance of interactive markers in fictional narratives.
Employing a content analysis approach, the present study examines a corpus comprising
four landmark contemporary Persian novels: “Savushun” and “Khabe zemestani” (female
authors, 1961-1978) versus “Cheshmhayash” and “Az Ranji ke Mibarim” (male authors, 1941—
1953). This comparative selection enables an assessment of two variables: gender and period-
specific rhetorical style. After loading the texts into AntConc software, the frequency of
metadiscourse markers was extracted based on Hyland's (2005) framework. Following
calculation of occurrence rates per 1,000 words, the data were analyzed using Chi-square tests
in SPSS. The descriptive table reveals the distribution of 6,920 markers in the female-authored
corpus (totaling 136,434 words) and 6,583 markers in the male-authored works (totaling
111,573 words), which served as the basis for statistical comparison of interactive and
interactional patterns.

Discussion

The findings of this study, consistent with the existing literature, confirm that gender exerts a
significant influence on the selection and distribution of metadiscourse markers. As Crismore
etal. (1993) and Hyland (2005) have demonstrated, this influence is manifested not necessarily
in overall frequency but primarily in distributional patterns and the type of marker usage. In the
present research, Daneshvar and Taraqqi as female authors, employed persuasive strategies
grounded in ethos and pathos. This finding aligns fully with Tse and Hyland’s (2008) report on
women’s tendency to use “self-mentions,” “attitude markers,” and “hedges,” indicating that the
communicative style of female authors is “relation-oriented” and “identity-oriented,” focused
on consolidating the narrative voice and establishing an emotional bond with the audience. In
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contrast, Al-e Ahmad’s metadiscourse pattern is predominantly “logos-oriented” and analytical,
corresponding with findings concerning the predominance of “boosters” and “logical
structures” in masculine writing. However, Alavi’s pattern, as a “balanced example,” tends less
toward gendered poles, supporting Ghafuri and Oghbitaleb’s (2012) view that considers gender
merely a differentiating factor in the type and quality of marker usage, not the sheer volume.

Beyond gender, the findings highlight the interpersonal nature and asymmetrical structure
of literary texts compared to academic prose. The calculation of Cramer’s V coefficient (above
0.5) for “Savushun”, “Az Ranji ke Mibarim’, and “Khabe zemestani” indicates a significant
deviation of these works’ persuasive patterns from a balanced state and the dominance of a
particular component. This result aligns with studies by Sadeghi and Esmaeili (2012) and
Ahangari and Kazemi (2014) regarding the greater diversity and frequency of metadiscourse
markers in literary texts and underscores that fictional narrative, owing to its non-definitive
nature and ideological layers, employs more asymmetrical persuasive patterns.

The comparative analysis further reveals that metadiscourse style is not merely a reflection
of the biological dimension of gender but is rather the product of a complex interaction among
gender, literary genre, discursive domain, and authorial ideology. The proximity of Al-e
Ahmad’s works to the analytical discourse of the social sciences versus Daneshvar and
Taraqqi’s inclination toward the narrative-centeredness of the humanities demonstrates the
impact of the discourse production domain and rhetorical genre on metadiscourse architecture.
Overall, while emphasizing the flexibility and context-dependency of metadiscourse
mechanisms, the results highlight the necessity of moving beyond purely quantitative analyses
and propose the qualitative explanation of the link between authorial identity, rhetorical genre,
and persuasive strategy as a direction for future research.

Conclusion

The findings reveal that the pattern of Aristotelian persuasive components in four landmark
Persian novels is significantly influenced by gender, rhetorical style, and narrative discourse.
The Chi-square test and Cramer's V confirm a strong relationship between gender and
metadiscourse marker distribution. Female authors (Daneshvar and Taraqgqi), with a
predominance of “ethos” and “pathos” and extensive use of self-mentions and attitude markers,
reproduce a relation-oriented, identity-oriented persuasive pattern. Male authors prove more
heterogeneous: Al-e Ahmad presents a logos-oriented, argumentative structure, while Alavi
establishes a balanced distribution among the three components. These findings align with
classical studies (Hyland, 2005; Tse & Hyland, 2008). Furthermore, notable asymmetry in
persuasive components across three works confirms that literary texts employ asymmetrical
persuasive structures due to their interpersonal nature and ideological layers. Gender remains
merely one variable, and its complex interaction with rhetorical style and genre shapes
metadiscourse architecture. Moving beyond frequency description toward qualitative
explanation of the link between authorial identity and persuasive strategy, this study suggests
future comparative investigations in other literary genres to elucidate cultural and stylistic
factors in metadiscourse structures.
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Interactie Metadiscourse

Code Glosses

as a matter of fact

called
defined as
e.g.

for example
for instance

| mean

i.e.

in fact

in other words
indeed
known as
namely

orX

put another way
say
specifically
such as

that is

that is to say
that means
this means
Viz

which means

Endophoric
Markers

(In) Chapter X
(In) Part X
(In) Section X

(In) the X chapter

(In) the X part

(In) the X section

(In) This chapter
(In) This part
(In) This section
Example X
Fig.X

Figure X

PageX

Table X

X above

X before

X below

X earlier

X later

Evidentials
(date)/(name)
(to) cite X

L3 (sl Slas ks Jalat 2 any 6 el Lo p3)

Appendix

(to) quote X

[ref. no.)/ [name]
according to X
cited

quoted

Frame Markers
a) Sequencing
(in) chapter X
(in) part X

(in) section X
(in) the X chapter
(in) the X part
(in) the X section
(in) this chapter
(in) this part

(in) this section
finally

first

first of all

firstly

last

lastly

listing (a, b, c, etc)
next

numbering (1, 2, 3, etc.)
second

secondly
subsequently
then

third

thirdly

to begin

to start with

b) label stages
all in all

at this point

at this stage

by far

for the moment
in brief

in conclusion
in short

in sum

in summary
now

on the whole
overall

so far

thus far

to conclude

to repeat

to sum up
to summarize

) announce goals
(in) this chapter
(in) this part
(in) this section
aim

desire to

focus

goal

intend to
intention
objective
purpose

seek to

want to

wish to

would like to

d) shift topic
back to
digress

in regard to
move on

now

resume

return to
revisit

shift to

S0

to look more closely
turn to

well

with regard to

Transition
Markers
accordingly
additionally
again

also
alternatively
although

and

as a consequence
as a result

at the same time
because

besides

but

by contrast

| ¥¥
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by the same token
consequently
conversely
equally

even though
further
furthermore
hence
however

in addition

in contrast

in the same way
leads to
likewise
moreover
nevertheless
nonetheless

on the contrary
on the other hand
rather

result in
similarly

since

)

S0 as to

still

the result is
thereby
therefore
though

thus

whereas

while

yet

Interactional
Metadiscourse
AttitudeMarkers
|

admittedly
agree

agrees

agreed
amazed
amazing
amazingly
appropriate
appropriately
astonished
astonishing
astonishingly
correctly
curious
curiously
desirable
desirably

disappointed
disappointing
disappointingly
disagree
disagreed
disagrees
dramatic
dramatically
essential
essentially
even X
expected
expectedly
fortunate
fortunately
hopeful
hopefully
important
importantly
inappropriate
inappropriately
interesting
interestingly
prefer
preferable
preferably
preferred
remarkable
remarkably
shocked
shocking
shockingly
striking
strikingly
surprised
surprising
surprisingly
unbelievable
unbelievably
understandable
understandably
unexpected
unexpectedly
unfortunate
unfortunately
unusual
unusually
usual

Boosters
actually
always
believe
believed
believes
beyond doubt

L3 (sl Slas ks Jalat 2 any 6 el Lo p3)

certain
certainly
clear

clearly
conclusively
decidedly
definite
definitely
demonstrate
demonstrated
demonstrates
doubtless
establish
established
evident
evidently
find

finds

found

in fact
incontestable
incontestably
incontrovertible
incontrovertibly
indeed
indisputable
indisputably
know

known

must (possibility)
never

no doubt
obvious
obviously

of course
prove

proved
proves
realize
realized
realizes
really

show
showed
shown
shows

sure

surely

think

thinks
thought

truly

true
undeniable
undeniably
undisputedly
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undoubtedly
without doubt

Self Mention
|

we

me

my

our

mine

us

the author
the author's
the writer
the writer's

Engagement
Markers
(the) reader's
add

allow
analyse
apply
arrange
assess
assume

by the way
calculate
choose
classify
compare
connect
consider
consult
contrast
define
demonstrate
determine
do not
develop
employ
ensure
estimate
evaluate
find

follow

go

have to
imagine
incidentally
increase
input

insert
integrate
key
letx=y

L3 (sl Slas ks Jalat 2 any 6 el Lo p3)

let us

let's

look at
mark
measure
mount
must

need to
note

notice
observe
one's

order
ought

our (inclusive)
pay

picture
prepare
recall
recover
refer
regard
remember
remove
review

see

select

set

should
show
suppose
state

take (a look /as example)
think about
think of
turn

us (inclusive)
use

we (inclusive)
you

your

Hedges
about
almost
apparent
apparently
appear
appeared
appears
approximately
argue
argued
argues
around
assume

assumed
broadly
certain amount
certain extent
certain level
claim

claimed
claims

could
couldn't
doubt
doubtful
essentially
estimate
estimated
fairly

feel

feels

felt
frequently
from my perspective
from our perspective
from this perspective
generally
guess

indicate
indicated
indicates

in general

in most cases
in most instances
in my opinon
in my view

in this view
in our opinion
in our view
largely

likely

mainly

may

maybe

might

mostly

often

on the whole
ought
perhaps
plausible
plausibly
possible
possibly
postulate
postulated
postulates
presumable
presumably
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probable suggested typical
probably suggests typically
quite suppose uncertain
rather x supposed uncertainly
relatively supposes unclear
roughly suspect unclearly
seems suspects unlikely
should tend to usually
sometimes tended to would
somewhat tends to wouldn't
suggest to my knowledge
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