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Abstract

This study aims to reconstruct and map the conceptual structure of
livestock-related vocabulary in the Varaki dialect—a rural
vernacular spoken in the Kazerun region of Iran. Challenging the
common perception of livestock terminology as merely technical or
economic, this research treats animal husbandry as a central
conceptual domain that encompasses the biological, social, cultural,
and cognitive dimensions of Varaki speakers’ lives. The research
data consist of 252 words and expressions collected over a six-month
period through interviews with native speakers (mostly illiterate or
with little formal education) and subsequently analyzed using a
descriptive-analytical method and a cognitive semantics approach.
Findings reveal that livestock-related terms in Varaki exhibit a
deeply cognitive and cultural organization, shaped by sensory .
experiences, environmental observations, and indigenous beliefs. = Yarki Dialect
These terms are systematically classified into eight conceptual ~Cognitive Semantics
subdomains. Furthermore, the study explores cross-domain —Conceptual Mapping
mappings, demonstrating how cultural metaphors and @ Livestock VVocabulary
metonymies—such as “livestock = wealth (state),” “shepherd =

community guardian,” or “orphan Goat = dependent child”—enrich

and complexify the semantic network of this lexicon. The conclusion

underscores that, despite its small speaker population, the Varaki

dialect possesses a coherent and unique conceptual system in which

every lexical item functions as a node within an intricate cognitive-

cultural network. Preserving this dialect entails more than saving

words; it means safeguarding an entire conceptual world now at risk

of erosion and oblivion due to younger generations’ growing

detachment from rural life. Thus, documenting and analyzing this

conceptual map is essential not only for cognitive semantics but also

for anthropology, cultural history, and indigenous studies
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Introduction

This study aims to reconstruct and analyze the conceptual map underlying livestock-related
vocabulary in the Varki dialect, a rural vernacular spoken in the Kazerun region of Fars
Province, Iran. Unlike conventional lexical studies that treat such terms as isolated technical or
economic expressions, this research positions animal husbandry as a Central Conceptual
Domain that encapsulates the entire socio-cultural, ecological, and cognitive worldview of
Varki speakers. Historically rooted in agro-pastoral life, the Varki community has developed a
highly experiential semantic network in which livestock terminology is not merely utilitarian
but symbolic—encoding identity, values, environmental knowledge, and social organization.
The present paper argues that these lexical items function as interconnected nodes within a
coherent cognitive-cultural system. Drawing on 252 lexical entries collected through
ethnographic fieldwork, we demonstrate how Varki speakers conceptualize their world through
the lens of animal husbandry. This approach aligns with cognitive semantics’ emphasis on
embodied experience and cultural models, offering insight into how a small speech community
structures knowledge through language. The research fills a critical gap in Iranian dialectology
by moving beyond lexical inventory toward the reconstruction of underlying conceptual
patterns.

Materials & Methods

This research employs a descriptive-analytical methodology grounded in cognitive semantics.
Data were collected over a six-month period through semi-structured interviews with ten native
Varki speakers (five men and five women, aged 50-90), selected for their low literacy levels to
minimize influence from Standard Persian. The resulting corpus comprises 252 terms related
to livestock, covering animals, anatomy, tools, spatial concepts, diseases, dairy/meat products,
herding practices, and botanical knowledge of fodder. These entries were transcribed, glossed,
and categorized into eight conceptual sub-domains based on functional, experiential, and
cultural criteria. The theoretical framework integrates three pillars of cognitive semantics: (1)
Lakoff & Johnson’s Conceptual Metaphor Theory (1980), which explains how abstract
concepts are structured via concrete domains; (2) Fillmore’s Frame Semantics (1982), which
treats words as activating entire experiential scenarios; and (3) Embodied Cognition, which
emphasizes the role of sensory-motor experience in meaning construction. The primary
objective is to reconstruct the conceptual map of livestock vocabulary in Varki, revealing how
environmental interaction, cultural beliefs, and embodied experience shape semantic
organization.

Results & Discussion

Analysis reveals that livestock vocabulary in Varki forms an integrated cognitive system
organized into eight conceptual sub-domains: (1) animal types, (2) tools and equipment, (3)
spatial concepts, (4) diseases and health, (5) dairy and meat products, (6) the shepherd figure,
(7) botanical knowledge (fodder), and (8) animal anatomy. Crucially, categorization in each
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sub-domain is experience-based rather than scientific. For example, sheep and goats are
classified by color (alus = half-white/half-black), physiology (tishtar = pre-pubescent), or
behavior (shahaz = leader of the flock), reflecting deep observational knowledge.

The data further demonstrates pervasive cross-domain mappings that link animal husbandry to
abstract cultural concepts. Notably, LIVESTOCK IS WEALTH is encoded in the term dowlat
(“government”), used to mean “flock,” equating livestock with economic capital. Similarly, the
SHEPHERD IS SOCIAL GUARDIAN mapping positions the herdsman (chipiin) as a cultural
hero: his tools (shish-par = defensive staff) and vocal calls (hashtan, ye-haheha) function as
instruments of social order and spatial control. Moreover, MILK IS LIFE/POWER is evident
in the high value placed on colostrum (aghtiz), viewed as a vitalizing substance that transfers
strength from animal to human.

Metaphor and metonymy further enrich semantic depth. Kareh gedi (“orphan kid”)
metaphorically denotes a dependent child, while kum kardan—a condition in donkeys caused
by emotional stress—metonymically extends to describe human anxiety. These mappings
confirm that livestock vocabulary operates as a cultural model, structuring not only knowledge
of animals but also social, moral, and psychological domains.

From a frame semantics perspective, individual terms activate holistic experiential scenarios.
Owsha (an enclosed sheep pen) evokes a frame of protection and boundary maintenance,
paralleling social norms of security. Anatomical terms like chel-khtine (“thousand-room house”
for the third stomach) are labeled by function rather than biological taxonomy, underscoring an
embodied, practical epistemology.

These findings contrast sharply with prior dialectological studies on Iranian livestock
lexicons (e.g., in Ganaveh or Kohmareh), which present decontextualized word lists. Our
research reveals that Varki vocabulary is not a relic but a living, structured cognitive system.

Conclusion

This study confirms that livestock-related vocabulary in the Varki dialect constitutes a coherent,
culturally embedded cognitive system rather than a mere lexical inventory. Organized around
the central domain of animal husbandry, this system reflects centuries of embodied experience,
ecological adaptation, and social values. The eight conceptual sub-domains—and the
metaphorical bridges between them—illustrate how Varki speakers construct meaning through
interaction with their pastoral environment. Terms like dowlat (flock = wealth) or chipiin
(shepherd = guardian) reveal deep conceptual mappings that extend livestock semantics into
economic, social, and moral realms.

Given the rapid decline of rural lifestyles and intergenerational transmission, this cognitive
system is critically endangered. Documenting and analyzing it is thus not merely a linguistic
endeavor, but also an urgent act of cultural preservation. The reconstructed conceptual map
serves as a valuable resource not only for cognitive linguistics but also for anthropology,
cultural history, and ethnobiology. It underscores that even minor dialects can encode
sophisticated worldviews. Future research should explore similar conceptual domains in other
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Iranian vernaculars to build a comparative cognitive atlas of pastoral lexicons. Ultimately, this
study affirms that language—especially in its endangered dialectal forms—functions as a
cognitive map of human experience.
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5. Frame Semantics

6, Charles Fillmore

7. Conceptual Frame

8, Participants

% Roles

10, Scenes
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1. Conceptual Metaphor & Metonymy Theory
2. TIME IS MONEY.

L Central Conceptual Domain

4. D. Geerarts

5. L. Litosseliti

4 Central Conceptual Domain
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. Ranchery / Animal Husbandry
2. Conceptual Domain
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1. Conceptual Sub-domain: Types of Livestock.
2, Conceptual Ray

3.Conceptual Sub-domain: Tools & Equipment
4. Conceptual Sub-domain: Spatial Concepts

5, Conceptual Sub-domain: Health & Disease
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1.Conceptual Sub-domain: Dairy & Meat Products
2,Conceptual Sub-domain: The Shepherd as Cultural Hero
3.Conceptual Sub-domain: Botanical Knowledge

VYO — V0 ciladus o lack (V¥ Gl VY oalaa oY o ylacd N v Jla) i ! (sL8 st 95 g mealichisls 5



> 90,85, SSols Gl sS L (sulaels B sa 8515 oo seho &am | VY

Yols s glas! A-Y-0
eole 4 clons (6,185 8L oy g (69,515 O jgods Lac]
s
s S 5 poghe <= V50 > Jor
€ g pogeie €= Ol 105l5
€03 9 Ced )b pogha «— oS 1S
€5l 0 e poghe €= 0z 039, 1502 939,

A 050 (W (1091 (6955 5 (5, 97eds 2 b lis o 85lg oyl

¥ ogdio s LI 1 .¥-0
93,5 o Symiik 25 D0 42 VA (gl 5 SIS (ol s oo 5 o i
050 o ylaiw! (A
ol 4 loas 5l Bl pagie JES| e isucs 08 = (Al 5ud) «S PG T 08 Sy =l
plo CIB o (ole gy = plo mo 4 «gon g 3= pls
el sla 3] = Caggnte D 5 €OEES slolas — elazz ol Lis = alF 55 Panale 0lei = hor
i
S LS GleS = g 5 Sed b loys s pui = pls (g bonn
o258 s jlxe (@
(Ol & Olsem 5l pogie JUil) atly SogS = 05 0 S
dole Sam b ;0 iy P poie = )l (o0 K3 Slr ) 055 &S (Epe 00 U (S
EYTAS S ol <= (LYl 0,5 1) €y 30 Fodisds J 7S (slps oaisS Jpus
lad gilulap = 0w b Gloys = € Ggyo ,Ladr slas e (el 28l) (05 o8 = Yde (gl il
LoyS o gl oles = (laasbicws glad) « oy <5 515 6l S
gloiz! olamdl <= (g laals) il slooje> o sbize lals « S,y (iusS j0 (Ko,d slajlre g lao,laiul

D8l e (segpte LB Saumn 9 Sl 4 aS sias ((wliidly,

4 Conceptual Sub-domain: Anatomy
2. Cross-domain Mappings
2MILK IS LIFE/POWE
4 LIVESTOCK IS WEALTH .
. SHEPHERD IS SOCIAL GUARDIAN.
. CONTROLLER FOR CONTROLLED.
. EFFECT FOR CAUSE.
. PLACE FOR FUNCTION.

0 N O O
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1, Cognitive Frame
2 Cross-domain Mappings
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